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Join Us—February 15th for our 52nd 

Annual Meeting—Virtually 

Conservation in 

the Neighborhood 

We hope you will join us virtually Tuesday      

evening, February 15th for our annual 

meeting.  This year, we've asked local     

growers to share their experiences in urban 

agriculture and soil health. Hear from the 

people that steward the soil and grow good 

food!  More information will be coming soon.  

Watch your email for registration links. 

In addition, you will hear how the SWCD has 

served the county this past year in promoting 

wise land use and conservation practices.  We 

will hold our election of Supervisors.  This 

year Maggie Goeglein will be running for      

re-election and Brian Neilson will be up for   

re-appointment.  Read more about them and 

our other current Supervisors HERE.           

Directions for who can vote and how will also 

be sent out closer to the meeting date. 

Though we miss seeing all of you in person, 

we were thankful that so many of 

you could join us virtually last 

year and are hopeful that many of 

you will be able to join us live on 

February 15th or watch later when 

you are free.  As always feel free 

to contact our office staff with 

any questions or needs for       

assistance. 

https://marionswcd.org/staff-and-board/
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Soil Health Focus 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

By Kevin Allison, Soil Health Specialist 

I recently dug up some cover crop roots at 

the SWCD’s demonstration garden. Four 

years of growing vegetables and cover 

crops in a no-till system is showing its    

benefits. Darker soil, more organic matter, 

active soil life, efficient water infiltration, 

and the list goes on. A compaction measur-

ing penetrometer now slides easily through 

the soil with little resistance. 

These same beds used to      

measure 300+ psi, a level that        

hindered root growth & blocked 

underground air flow, leading to 

poor plant health and disease.  

Year round plant roots, organic mulches on 

the soil surface, and minimal disturbance 

has soil health on the move. Nature can 

build an inch of topsoil in 500 years, but 

regenerative gardening practices can      

accelerate that tremendously.  

Check this out!   

4 years ago –

before soil 

health  

practices 

After:     

Alive, 

Healthy Soil! 

Fall Cover Crops at the farm at Butler 

Freshly planted cover crops & compost mulch 

After the second cutting of fall spinach, this bed was 

weeded and then underseeded with cereal rye and   

crimson clover. @ SWCD Demo Garden 

After harvesting corn, this bed was tarped for 

2 weeks, followed by a light topdressing of 

compost and a diverse cover crop mix.  

For a more            
information on our 
Soil Health Program  
visit: 
 
https://
marionswcd.org/
soil-health-
initiative/ 

https://marionswcd.org/soil-health-initiative/
https://marionswcd.org/soil-health-initiative/
https://marionswcd.org/soil-health-initiative/
https://marionswcd.org/soil-health-initiative/
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Questions? Contact Brooke Alford at  bmalford@purdue.edu  

mailto:bmalford@purdue.edu
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Stop That Dirt! Campaign 
By Alena Jones, SWCD Urban 
Conservationist 
 

There are       
hundreds of  
construction sites 
active each year 
across Marion 
County. Although 
SWCD and City 
inspectors are 
always working 
to identify sites 
that are contrib-
uting to sediment 
pollution and 

help contractors attain compli-
ance, citizen identification of 
sites with issues is key to  
keeping Indiana waters clean. 
Public complaints about    
erosion and sediment pollu-
tion can be submitted to the 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District or directly to the    
Indiana Department of       
Environmental Management 
via their websites, and an in-
spector will go out to the site 
to assist.  

How do you know if a site 
should be visited by an      
inspector to check for issues? 
A good rule of thumb is that 
sites without problems typical-
ly look tidy and well-
maintained - there isn’t mud 
and dirt tracked all over the 
roads, debris from construc-
tion   activities is properly   
contained on the site itself, 
and trash is properly con-
tained in dumpsters.  
 
If a site is causing sediment 
pollution or erosion issues, 
often the first sign is that mud 
is being tracked off the site 
and into the surrounding 
streets, or there is no barrier 
(which might look like a fabric 
fence, or like rolls stuffed with 
filter materials and staked into 
the ground) between the work 
area and surrounding proper-
ties. Any time you observe a 
chemical leak onsite, it’s an 
issue. There should never be 
muddy water running into 
storm drains, rivers, or 

streams.  
 
If you are curious about what 
good construction practices 
look like, you can reach out to 
the District to request a Shirt 
Pocket guide, which has    
photos of what construction 
sites should and shouldn’t look 
like. If you’re concerned and     
unsure whether a site is a 
problem, it never hurts to 
reach out to IDEM or the 
SWCD with photos. Citizens 
and neighborhoods keeping an 
eye out can help make sure 
that best practices are       
followed and construction is 
completed in a way that    
respects the needs of       
neighbors and the               
environment! Visit https://
marionswcd.org/construction/ 
for more information and to 
learn more about our Stop 
That Dirt! Erosion Watch    
Campaign.  
 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

If you see 

excessive erosion 

from a 

construction site 

contact us! 

 

Virginia Tech photo 

Ohioplants.org 
What is a SWCD Affiliate Member? 
SWCD Affiliate Members are special people, organizations and     

companies who support the work of the Marion County SWCD         

financially.   

These funds are vitally needed to sustain and enhance the work we do for our county. Here 

are a few conservation work areas where funds are used: 

Erosion Control  Land Use Consultations  Drainage Assistance 

Soil Health Initiatives Invasive Plant Eradication  Water Quality Improvements 

Stream Stewardship Wildlife Enhancements  Ecological Education 

 
   

Support       

Urban       

Conservation -

Become a 

SWCD Affiliate 

Member! 

Click Here to 

see details on 

our website. 

https://marionswcd.org/construction/
https://marionswcd.org/construction/
https://marionswcd.org/donate/
https://marionswcd.org/donate/
https://marionswcd.org/donate/
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Exciting News & Events from our Local Partners 
Our district works with various partners to deliver technical assistance 

on natural resource management through workshops and public    

outreach.  Three key local partners include Friends of White River, 

Reconnecting to Our Waterways (ROW) and the City of Indianapolis-

Office of Sustainability.  Check out these exciting announcements from 

these great organizations: 

Friends of White River                                
                                                              
Long time White River advocate Kevin 
Hardie has retired after 21 years of 
service as Executive Director and a 
founding member of Friends of White 
River.  Our District Manager John  
Hazlett was able to attend Kevin’s 
retirement party on November 
18th  and Kevin was honored with a 
Special Resolution  by the City County 
Council on December 2nd.  We thank 
Kevin for his many years of service 
and welcome new Executive Director 
Scott Salmon with whom we recently 
conducted a Stream Steward Workshop at Spirit Lake in Broad        
Ripple.    

Reconnecting to Our Waterways (ROW)  

Reconnecting to Our Waterways (ROW) is a collective impact initiative 

that has worked purposefully since 2012 to improve the quality of life 

and ecology along Indianapolis waterways and surrounding neighbor-

hoods. ROW's mission is to convene community partners to enhance 

quality of life through innovation, analysis, cultural advancement and 

investment along Indy waterways and neighborhoods.   

The ROW Collective is in the process of creating a new strategic plan to 

guide its efforts over the next three years. ROW's intention is to center 

equity, diversity, inclusion and justice in a new strategic plan. To    

ensure this, ROW is examining those currently at the collective table, 

given voice during discussions, and making decisions. ROW also seeks 

input from partners and broader community to inform the develop-

ment of this plan. ROW wants to hear from YOU! 

To start ROW would like to know which of these words that make up 
our name, Reconnecting-to-Our-Waterways, is most important to you? 
Give a quick 30-second explanation through this webpage.   

In addition to the video, ROW would like you to take this survey, which 
asks what activities you think are the most important for ROW to focus 
and what brings you to the ROW collective and what you want to take 
away from the collective.  

City of Indianapolis-Office of Sustainability 

Help keep our waterways clean by participating in an electronics    
recycling and drug take back event organized by the Office of Sustaina-
bility on January 22nd, 2022.  This is the first of four events being held 
in 2022.  More information can be found here  

 
Small Farm Conference 2022 

http://www.friendsofwhiteriver.org
https://www.randomripplings.com/issues/2021/20211202/rr_8.htm
https://www.randomripplings.com/issues/2021/20211202/rr_8.htm
https://www.randomripplings.com/issues/2021/20211202/rr_8.htm
https://www.indy.gov/api/v1/indy_proposal_document?content_type=application%2Fpdf&id=17640&name=PROP21-424&type=1
http://www.ourwaterways.org
https://ourwaterways.org/name/
https://ourwaterways.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8d24aa199631ab2519b00534&id=fa203ac503&e=0bd0ac64f1
https://www.indy.gov/activity/electronics-recycling-sites
https://www.indy.gov/activity/electronics-recycling-sites
https://www.purdue.edu/dffs/smallfarms/sfc-2022/
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Winter Invasive Plant Control 
Getting a little cabin fever 

this winter?  Work on 

getting control of invasive 

plants in your yard and 

neighborhood.  A number 

of plant forms are able to 

be treated during the 

dormant season including 

winter annuals, biennials, 

non-suckering woody    

species and woody vines. 

Any green non-dormant 

plant can be treated with a 

foliar herbicide combined 

with a surfactant appropri-

ate for the area.  Studies 

have shown glyphosate 

works well when air and 

soil temperatures are 

above freezing.   

Non-suckering 

woody    species 

can be treated by 

either cutting the 

plant off and 

treating the stump 

or using the hack 

and squirt method 

where you cut deeply into 

the trunk in several places 

and squirt herbicide into 

the slices.  Basal bark treat-

ments tend to work better 

later in the dormant sea-

son. 

For a large stand of exotic 

shrubs, consider leveling 

with a forestry mower 

(mastication) to facilitate 

selective management of 

the resprouts. Re-

sprouting following 

mastication is often 

reduced compared to 

saw-cutting, possibly 

due to the physical 

damage and shatter-

ing of the root collar 

area. Resprouts of 

non-suckering species 

can be foliar-treated 

late the next growing 

season. 

Winter is also a great 

time to cut woody 

vines.  Cut vines to 

the ground now and 

when they resprout in the 

summer you can foliar 

spray the regrowth.  Leave 

the cut-off vines in the 

trees so you don’t do any 

damage to the tree or your-

self. 

A combination of glypho-

sate and triclopyr can be a 

good herbicide for areas 

with a variety of undesira-

ble species.  Roundup    

Poison Ivy Plus Tough Brush 

Killer is an example of a 

product using this combina-

tion.  Be extra careful using 

these chemicals near young 

desirable trees or trees 

with damaged bark. 

For more information visit 

our website and the articles 

linked below from Penn 

State Extension. 

https://extension.psu.edu/
tis-the-season-winter-
invasive-plant-control 
 
https://extension.psu.edu/
one-herbicide-mix-to-do-it-
all-almost 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

Non-suckering 

woody invasives 

can be treated 

during the 

dormant season.  

For a more                
information on       
invasive plant species 
visit our website: 

https://
marionswcd.org/
invasive-species/ 

https://extension.psu.edu/tis-the-season-winter-invasive-plant-control
https://extension.psu.edu/tis-the-season-winter-invasive-plant-control
https://extension.psu.edu/tis-the-season-winter-invasive-plant-control
https://extension.psu.edu/one-herbicide-mix-to-do-it-all-almost
https://extension.psu.edu/one-herbicide-mix-to-do-it-all-almost
https://extension.psu.edu/one-herbicide-mix-to-do-it-all-almost
https://marionswcd.org/invasive-species/
https://marionswcd.org/invasive-species/
https://marionswcd.org/invasive-species/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/soil-health-in-high-tunnels-tickets-225319706307
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Don’t let the cold weather keep you down!  Winter is a great time to 

plan and tackle new projects that will help the environment and 

improve your own health.  Here are 10 conservation project ideas to 

get you started: 

1) Litter Clean-up.  Walk your neighborhood or park and pick up 

litter.  Bring along gloves and a trash bag. 

2) Recycle.  Clean out your home, garage, and basement to reduce, 

re-use and recycle. 

3) Drop off toxic materials.  While you’re cleaning out, box up old 

paint and other toxic substances so you’re all ready to take it in to 

be disposed of properly. Visit the city’s website for days and loca-

tions where you can drop them off. 

4) Plan a garden. Grab a few library books and plan a vegetable gar-

den. Draw up your plan to include conservation techniques including 

cover crops, companion plantings and a composting area. Visit our 

website to learn about our Soil Health program. 

5) Shop seed catalogues and start seedlings indoors.  There are 

many great companies that provide seed and information on how to 

start your garden.  Most of the companies bring out their new cata-

logues in December & January. 

6) Take a winter hike – visit a nearby county or state park. Call 

ahead and you may find an organized nature hike or bird watch 

group you can join. 

7) Make a birdhouse.  There are many free plans online including 

those from the magazine Birds & Blooms and the North American 

Bluebird Society. 

8) Participate in Cornell University’s bird count.  Set up a feeder, 

provide water and enjoy the show! 

9) Create wildlife habitat. Find ideas or certify your yard on the Na-

tional Wildlife Federation’s website.  Frost seed wildlife food plots, 

native plants and forbs – learn how on Purdue Extension’s website 

or on their YouTube channel. 

10) Get involved in tackling invasive plant species & restore benefi-
cial native vegetation.  See our article on page 6 and visit our web-

site for more information: https://marionswcd.org/invasive-species/   
Get a full up-to-date listing of invasive plants in Indiana HERE  
https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/invasiveplants.php 

New Years Conservation Resolutions 

Participate in Cornell University’s bird count.  Set up a feeder, 

provide water and enjoy the show! 

Be sure to check our Blogs for 

announcements  on the release of our 

three new publications!  Coming soon are 

booklets on Rain Gardens, Native Plants 

and a comprehensive Stream Steward 

Guide.  These will be available both online 

and in printed form. 

 COMING SOON! 

https://www.indy.gov/activity/find-a-recycling-drop-off-location
https://www.indy.gov/activity/hazardous-waste-dropoff-sites
http://marionswcd.org/agriculture/soil-health/
http://www.birdsandblooms.com/backyard-projects/diy-birdhouse/
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/fact-sheets-plans/
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/fact-sheets-plans/
http://feederwatch.org/?__hstc=161696355.d3e562114df44e1761fb3ced405945ec.1448382685432.1448382685432.1448382685432.1&__hssc=161696355.1.1448382685432&__hsfp=2506189212#_ga=1.176140578.1830269696.1448382701
https://www.nwf.org/garden
https://www.nwf.org/garden
https://www.purdue.edu/fnr/extension/sow-native-grass-and-forbs-seeds/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKlg-MFK5D4
https://marionswcd.org/invasive-species/
https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/invasiveplants.php
http://feederwatch.org/?__hstc=161696355.d3e562114df44e1761fb3ced405945ec.1448382685432.1448382685432.1448382685432.1&__hssc=161696355.1.1448382685432&__hsfp=2506189212#_ga=1.176140578.1830269696.1448382701
https://marionswcd.org/blog/


 

Phone: 317-786-1776                                                       

Find us on the web: www.marionswcd.org 

1200 S. Madison Ave., Suite 200 

Indianapolis, IN  46225 

The Mission of the Marion County Soil & Water Conservation  

District is to assist Marion County land users in conserving soil, 

water, and related natural resources by providing technical,     

financial and educational services. 

**  PLEASE NOTE** 

Due to the current COVID 19 crisis our office 

hours are limited and staff is working          

remotely. Use the “Contact Us” tab on our 

website to leave a message & we will get back 

with you as soon as possible. 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 
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John Hazlett,     

District Manager  

Kevin Allison,    

Urban Soil Health 

Specialist  

Alena Jones, Urban               

Conservationist 

Julie Farr,          

Resource          

Conservationist, PT 

Jerod Chew,     

NRCS District             

Conservationist 

 

 

Winterizing Construction Sites 

Under ideal circumstances all construction 

sites would have good vegetative cover 

throughout the site and construction 

would shut down for the winter. But this is 

not the case for most construction sites in 

Indianapolis which remain active all winter.  

Our wet, cold winters necessitate pre-

planning and preparation for those in 

charge of erosion control installation and  

maintenance.  Below are a few suggestions 

for keeping the soil on the site. 

1) Expect the cost for inspections and 

maintenance of erosion control to in-

crease substantially during the winter. 

2) Minimize the amount of soil disturbed 

and left unprotected. 

3) Create wide buffer strips of vegetation 

downhill from slopes. 

4) Divert surface runoff away from critical 

slopes to a safe out let. 

5) Use thick mulch (twice as thick as dur-

ing the growing season) with netting 

on bare areas. 

6) Consider frost seeding for early spring 

growth. While stabilizing the ground 

before the cold winter weather hits is 

preferred, seeding with 

a winter mix and applying mulch can 

help reduce erosion after most seeding 

dates have passed. The optimum time 

to conduct frost seeding is in late    

winter to early spring after the snow 

is gone but while the ground is still 

frozen. In Indiana, frost seeding should 

occur from February 1st to March 

15th. Hydroseed where erosion      

control blankets are not appropriate. 

7) Protect bare swales and channels with 

rip rap or high quality erosion control 

blankets.   

8) Inspect all erosion control practices 

regularly.  Be proactive by identifying 

areas that will be subject to concen-

trated flow during snow melt or winter 

rains. Performing the required self-

inspections can help to identify those 

problem areas and can guide you to 

make positive changes to your erosion 

control plan. By identifying areas that 

may fail, you can take steps to prevent 

noncompliance issues. 

If you have questions or a problem area on 

your site feel free to contact our office.   

Follow us on 

Facebook! 

Keep Me    

Clean! 

https://marionswcd.org/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/MarionCountySWCD/
https://marionswcd.org/construction/

