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Figure 1-UNWA Neighborhood Map
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Figure 2-Near Eastside Neighborhood Map
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http://www.baltimoresustainability.org/projects/growing-green-initiative/growing-green-initiative-competition/
http://www.baltimoresustainability.org/projects/growing-green-initiative/growing-green-initiative-competition/
http://www.baltimoresustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Green_Pattern_Book.pdf
http://www.baltimoresustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Green_Pattern_Book.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure/buffalo-new-york-urban-vacant-land-assessment-protocol
http://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure/buffalo-new-york-urban-vacant-land-assessment-protocol
https://dfc-lots.com/
http://www.detroitmi.gov/Government/Departments-and-Agencies/Water-and-Sewerage-Department/Green-Infrastructure-Projects
http://www.detroitmi.gov/Government/Departments-and-Agencies/Water-and-Sewerage-Department/Green-Infrastructure-Projects
http://www.detroitmi.gov/Government/Departments-and-Agencies/Water-and-Sewerage-Department/Green-Infrastructure-Projects
http://www.cbgarden.org/lets-learn/research/vacant2vibrant/about-vacant-to-vibrant.aspx
http://www.cbgarden.org/lets-learn/research/vacant2vibrant/about-vacant-to-vibrant.aspx
http://www.cbgarden.org/lets-learn/research/vacant2vibrant/about-vacant-to-vibrant.aspx
https://www.columbus.gov/utilities/projects/blueprint/Vacant-Lot-Repurposing/
https://www.columbus.gov/utilities/projects/blueprint/Vacant-Lot-Repurposing/
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Figure 3-2601 and 2603 Rader Street
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Figure 4-965, 969 and 973 W. 26th Street 

 

 

          

Figure 5-14,18 and 26 N. Oxford St (aerial view from north end of property) 
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Figure 6-UNWA Design Charrette Classroom Workshop 

 

 

http://www.housepoem.com/
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Figure 7-Groundwork Indy Rader Street Lot Design Development

Figure 8-Groundwork Indy W. 26th Street Lots Design Development
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Figure 9-Englewood Nature Playspace Design Development



10 
 

Figure 10-Englewood Nature Playspace No Mow Groundcover Candidate Areas 

          

Figure 11-Englewood Nature Playspace Site Opportunities 
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http://www.greatplaces2020.org/
http://www.efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/IN/379_Multi-Story_Cropping.pdf
http://www.kibi.org/programs/beautification/project-greenspace
http://www.kibi.org/programs/beautification/project-greenspace
http://www.marionswcd.org/
http://www.sustainindy.org/
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Properties and Qualities
Slope: 0 to 3 percent
Natural drainage class: Well drained
Infiltration rate: Moderately high to high (0.60 to 2.00 in/hr)
Depth to water table: More than 80 inches (6’-8”)
Hydrologic Soil Group: B

SCALE: N.T.S.
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Properties and Qualities
Slope: 0 to 3 percent
Natural drainage class: Well drained
Infiltration rate: Moderately high to high (0.60 to 2.00 in/hr)
Depth to water table: More than 80 inches (6’-8”)
Hydrologic Soil Group: B

LEGEND

Rainbow Gardens with Medicinal Focus

Native Fruit Trees

Bee Hive

Stone Path

Water Trough Pond

Garden

Art Shed w/ Rain Barrel

“Chill Corner” with Seating 
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Gutters + Rain Barrels 

Mud Pit

Cable Reel Play Tables

Decorative Stone Path

Woodland Garden 

Music + Theatre Area

LEGEND

Forest Grove

No Mow Groundcover

Stone Gabion Seating

Garden Bed Trellis

Pollinator Plant Bed

Artful Fence
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How Do I Get Started?  

Easy Steps to Participating in the Indy Urban Garden Program 

A partnership of 

The Office of Sustainability, the Department of Metropolitan Development, and the 

Indianapolis Land Bank 

 

If you are interested in acquiring a vacant lot for the purpose of growing food for yourself or a 

community group, the following steps will help you along in the process. If you have any questions 

regarding the process, requirements of participation, or any other concern, please contact us at 

urbangardens@indy.gov. 

 

1. Identify an area for your garden space. This can be done by looking over the map of vacant lots 

available for the urban gardening program that are under the management of the Indianapolis 

Land Bank. A list of available properties, featuring specific addresses and areas, can be found 

here. Each property listed is available for up to a five year term. Contact the Indianapolis Land 

Bank at 317-327-5614 regarding inquiries for properties that are not included on the list of 

available properties. 

 

2. Contact the Urban Gardening Coordinator at the Office of Sustainability at 

urbangardens@indy.gov to determine if your desired lot is available. 

 

3. Review the rules of the program 

 

4. Fill out an Urban Garden Program Application, available at http://www.sustainindy.org/indy-

urban-garden-program.cfm. Questions range from asking about accessibility of water, number 

of individuals involved, and tilling, to pest control and plot maintenance. Be sure to fill out the 

form thoroughly to help your project get off the ground more quickly! You may be asked to 

explain any answers provided during an in-person interview. 

 

5.  If your project is a good fit with the Indy Urban Garden Program, we will ask you and/or your 

organization to sign a license agreement. Each individual participating in urban gardening 

through the Urban Garden Program is required to fill out a waiver indemnifying the City of any 

injury or wrongdoing.  

 

 

6. If you have any questions, contact urbangardens@indy.gov. 

 



Exhibit D 
 

City of Indianapolis  
Urban Horticulture Pilot Program - Rules 

 
Participating organization and individuals (collectively “Participants”) in the City of 
Indianapolis Urban Horticulture Pilot Program agree to adhere to the following rules and 
regulations when executing urban horticulture programs on the Plot(s), as defined in 
Exhibit B:  
 
Plot Maintenance 
Participants must consistently maintain the entire Plot throughout the year. Regular 
maintenance includes: keeping the Plot free of weeds, harvesting all ripe produce and 
removing all dead or diseased plants. Participants must make arrangements for weeding, 
watering, and harvesting in their absence. Plots must be maintained for the entire duration 
of the Agreement, including winter months.  
 
Tools, Trellising and other Materials 
Participants may construct storage facilities for tools and other agricultural items; however, 
the participants are responsible for removing these items and facilities upon the expiration 
or termination of the Agreement. All items must be stored in a way that does not collect 
water for a period of time long enough to provide a habitat for mosquitoes. Trellising, 
stakes, cages and other hardscaping materials are permitted for use during the growing 
season. Any facility constructed must measure less than 120 square feet, and must comply 
with all applicable laws, including all local ordinances, state and federal statutes, local, state and 

federal building, zoning, environmental, historic preservation and safety and sanitary codes.  
 
Plot Neglect/Abandonment 
If the Land Bank staff finds that the Plot is not being maintained in accordance with the 
rules described in this exhibit, City may revoke the license and retake possession of the 
property in accordance with Section 4 of the Agreement. 
 
Organic Guidelines 
Participants shall not use any inorganic fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides on their Plot. 
 
Fencing 
Participants are permitted to construct fences around the Plot; however, the participants 
are responsible for removing fences upon the expiration or termination of the Agreement.  
 
Theft and Damage 
Participants should report any vandalism, theft or suspicious behavior or activity on their 
Plot to the Land Bank staff. The City of Indianapolis and the Indianapolis Land Bank are not 
responsible for any damage to the Plot, theft of produce or personal belongings in the 
vicinity of the Plot or elsewhere. 
 
Annual Report 
Participants must submit an Annual Report regarding the state of the Plots and urban 
garden project by the 31st day of December each year. Participants will be provided with the 
necessary elements to include in the report. City may revoke the license and retake 
possession of the Plots in accordance with Section 4 of the Agreement if participants fail to 
submit the Annual Report in a timely and accurate fashion.  
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WILLIAMS CREEK WILLIAMS CREEK
MANAGEMENT

Owner • City of Columbus, Ohio
Client • Department of Public Utilities
Location • Columbus, Ohio
Year • 2014 - current

Project Highlights:

•	 The vacant lot conversions included 
installation and maintenance of 
the following green infrastructure 
elements:

•	 193 native shrubs

•	 61,380 SF of low mow turf

•	 2,020 CF of biosoil

•	 1,540 CF of mulch

•	 380 LF of 3-rail fence

HIGH PERFORMANCE DESIGN + NET ZERO WATER

Columbus Vacant Lots Retrofit

The City of Columbus Department of Public Utilities is investigating whether it can 
eliminate sewer overflows with green infrastructure through its Blueprint Columbus 
initiative.  As part of this effort, the City is investigating repurposing vacant lots into 
stormwater control facilities in conjunction with the City’s Land Bank.  The City selected 
seven vacant lots totally 1.5 acres that were geographically diverse across the City.  The 
average lot size was 5,000 square feet with an average width of 40 feet and average 
length of 125 feet.    

Williams Creek designed landscape plans using native, non invasive plants and converted 
the vacant lots into zero stormwater discharge green infrastructure projects. Williams 
Creek is maintaining the lots through 2017 including mowing and trimming plants as 
needed, replenishing mulch, and replacing dead or stressed plants.

To determine the cost effectiveness of the program, Williams Creek is tracking all time 
and materials necessary to establish and maintain the lots, including before and after 
photo documentation.  Williams Creek is also monitoring the sites after significant 
storms to verify the zero runoff effectiveness.

AFTER

BEFORE


