
The Marion County Soil and Water 
Conservation District

Our Mission is to assist Marion County land users 

in conserving soil, water, & related natural 

resources by providing:

•Technical Assistance

•Financial Assistance

•Educational Resources

This is the SWCD’s 50th year of working with residents on 

natural resource conservation!



District Staff Available to Help

Julie Farr 

Resource 

Conservationist

(Part-Time)

The District partners with federal, state, and 

local resource agencies that include:

• MC Health Department

• USDA-NRCS

• ISDA

• IDEM

• IDNR

• NACD

Kevin Allison

Soil Health 

Specialist

Cheyenne Hoffa

Urban 

Conservationist

John Hazlett

District Manager



Drainage Assistance

• Understanding City’s role in 
drainage & their own 
responsibility (Working with DPW 
& Citizens Energy Group)

• Providing preliminary surveys, 
soils & other natural resource 
conservation information

• Recommended conservation & 
drainage solution options 

• Providing “List of Service 
Providers” & other educational 
information

The District actively assists private landowners with:



With more land development & more impervious cover in our 

watersheds comes:

• more stormwater management issues

• increased runoff

• increased erosion 

• water quality & quantity problems 

• loss of green space 

• loss of wildlife habitat

Urgent Resource Concerns



Stream Restoration: 

Principles, Processes 

and Practices (FISRW 

1998)

Predeveloped vs. Developed Conditions



Helping homeowners install & maintain 

rain gardens, bioswales, etc.

Encouraging residents to use 

rain barrels

Most land is private, so voluntary efforts by citizens is vital for 

sustainability

Improving Onsite Stormwater Management



www.urbanpatch.org

Residential Rain Gardens

http://www.urbanpatch.org/


www.allegancd.org

Native Plant Structure



THRIVE Plan Goals – Rain Gardens



www.centralohioraingardens.org

• Location 

• Design depth and soil types

• Typical size and contributing 

drainage area

• Plant palette and maintenance

Design Considerations

http://www.centralohioraingardens.org/


City Registration and Credit Program



 www.marionswcd.org/water-management/

 www.centralohioraingardens.org

 www.indy.gov/activity/stormwater-user-rate-and-credit-manual

 www.ngicp.org/project/body-of-knowledge/

 www.growindiananatives.org

www.centralohioraingardens.org

Websites/Resources

http://www.marionswcd.org/water-management/
http://www.centralohioraingardens.org/
http://www.indy.gov/activity/stormwater-user-rate-and-credit-manual
http://www.ngicp.org/project/body-of-knowledge/
http://www.growindiananatives.org/
http://www.centralohioraingardens.org/


Contact Us!
• www.marionswcd.org

• 1200 Madison Ave-Suite 200

Indianapolis, IN 46225

• 317-786-1776  

• John-hazlett@iaswcd.org

Questions?

http://www.marionswcd.org/
mailto:John-hazlett@iaswcd.org
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