
Phone: (317) 274-1100; De-

partment (317) 274 8877; 

Fax: (317) 278-5220 

[rbein@iupui.edu] IUPUI, 

Cavanaugh Hall, Room 213D, 

425 University Blvd, Indianap-

olis, IN 46202.    

Summer is here!  Construc-

tion, home outdoor projects, 

gardening and other outdoor 

activities are in full gear.  

Whether we recognize it or 

not, most of our projects and 

plans will be affected by the 

soil.  The more you learn 

about soil, the better deci-

sions you will make. 

Knowledge of your soil prop-

erties will make the differ-

ence between success and 

failure. 

We highly recommend     

IUPUIõs òSoils Geographyó 

course being offered this fall. 

Registration is going on now 

for the fall semester and sev-

eral options for taking the 

class are available.              

The soil classes offered this 

fall will meet on Thursday 

evenings starting Aug. 27th. 

Three options allow for a one 

credit soil survey, or 3 under-

graduate or graduate credits.  

To view options and be ad-

mitted as a visiting or non-

degree student bring docu-

mentation of academic de-

grees to the registrar at IU-

PUI, contact the Admissions 

Center at http//

enroll.iupui.edu/admissions or 

phone (317) 274 4591. For 

walk-in admissions infor-

mation and 

assistance with 

registration go 

to Admissions 

Center, 255 

Campus Cen-

ter, 420 Uni-

versity Blvd. 

For further 

course infor-

mation contact: 

Dr. Rick Bein - 

 

IUPUI Offers Fall Soils Class 
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P A G E  2  

For more 

information on 

Water Quality 

visit our website: 

www.marionswcd.org 

Steps to Protect Our Streams 
By Heather Buck, SWCD Vice Chair  

 

 !ǎ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ǳƳƳŜǊ Ǌŀƛƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ Ǉŀǎǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǎǿŀƭŜΣ ƻǊ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ŘƛǘŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǿǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǾƻŎ ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ 
Ƴŀȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǿƴǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊΣ ǇŜǘ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ƻǊ ȅŀǊŘ ŘŜōǊƛǎΤ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΤ ƻǊ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭƻƎƎŜŘ 
ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅ ŎǳƭǾŜǊǘΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƅƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴΦ  hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǎŜǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŀŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŎǊƻƛƴǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΦ  .ǳǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Řƻ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎΚ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ƭŜǎǎŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎΤ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΥ  

 

¶ tƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀƊŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǘΥ  tŜǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǇƻƴŘǎΦ  [ŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǘΩǎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀǘ ƘǧǇΥκκ

ƛƴŘƛŀƴŀΦŎƭŜŀǊŎƘƻƛŎŜǎŎƭŜŀƴǿŀǘŜǊΦƻǊƎκǇŜǘǎ 

¶ wŜŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǎǝŎƛŘŜ ǳǎŀƎŜΥ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƻƛƭ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ 
ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭŀǿƴΦ  .Ŝ ŀǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀǇπ
ǇƭƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ƻǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅǎΦ 

 

¶ tƭŀƴǘ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΥ bŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎǳǎǘƻƳŜŘ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ ǿŜŀǘƘπ
ŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭǎΣ ƻƊŜƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǎǝŎƛŘŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ƻǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΦ  ±ƛǎƛǘ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƛƴǇŀǿǎΦƻǊƎκ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ 
ƴŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƅƻǿŜǊǎΦ   

 

¶ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀ Ǌŀƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΥ ²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ Ǌŀƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
ǎƻƛƭκǎǳƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ 
ŀƭƭƻǿ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŬƭǘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜǩƴƎ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǎŜǿŜǊΦ  ƘǧǇΥκκ
ǿǿǿΦƛƴŘȅΦƎƻǾκŜDƻǾκ/ƛǘȅκ5t²κ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴLƴŘȅκDǊŜŜƴLƴŦǊŀκtŀƎŜǎκ
wŀƛƴDŀǊŘŜƴwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦŀǎǇȄ 

 

¶ YŜŜǇ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ ǿŀȅǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΥ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅ ŎǳƭǾŜǊǘ ƻǊ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ ǎǿŀƭŜ 
ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  YŜŜǇ ŎǳƭǾŜǊǘǎ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ŘŜōǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƻŎŎǳǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƅƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ 

                               ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оύ      

C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

Support the Marion 

County SWCD by 

becoming an Affiliate 

Member. For 

information check 

our website: 

marionswcd.org  or 

email marilyn-

hughes@iaswcd.org  

http://marionswcd.org/
http://indiana.clearchoicescleanwater.org/pets
http://indiana.clearchoicescleanwater.org/pets
http://www.inpaws.org/
http://www.indy.gov/eGov/City/DPW/SustainIndy/GreenInfra/Pages/RainGardenResources.aspx
http://www.indy.gov/eGov/City/DPW/SustainIndy/GreenInfra/Pages/RainGardenResources.aspx
http://www.indy.gov/eGov/City/DPW/SustainIndy/GreenInfra/Pages/RainGardenResources.aspx
http://marionswcd.org/
mailto:marilyn-hughes@iaswcd.org
mailto:marilyn-hughes@iaswcd.org


P A G E  3  C E L E B R A T I N G  4 5  Y E A R S  O F  C O N S E R V A T I O N  

The Marion County SWCD staff and board of supervisors have been busy promoting conservation!  

Below are highlights from some of their work and where to find us this spring. 

 

Growing Up Wild curriculum workshop  - June 7th at Paynetown State Recreation Area for educa-

tors of children ages 2 to 5 years old.  Cost -$20 which includes a copy of the curriculum.  Register by 

June 1st by contacting Paynetownõs Activity Center 812-837-9967 or email Jill Vance at 

jvance@dnr.IN.gov 

 

Free Fishing Days - June 6 & 7 ðIndiana residents may fish public waters without a fishing license or 

trout/salmon stamp on these days. Indiana Department of Natural Resourcesõ Go Fishin in the City 

program provides great shore fishing opportunities by stocking channel catfish and rainbow trout in 

small city lakes, including those in Indianapolis. Find a place to fish nearby by visiting their website:  

http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/7508.htm 

  

Hoosier Riverwatch Training  ðSeveral dates and locations coming up throughout the summer. For 

information and to register at http://www.in.gov/idem/riverwatch/files/training_schedule.pdf 

 

Shoreline Enhancement Workshop - June 13th, 9 a.m. Ridgefield Subdivision, Fishers. This 

free workshop will cover many topics of interest to landowners and homeowners associations 

with retention ponds. To register contact Dan McCord at 317-997-2296 or email 

dan.mccord@comcast.net  More information can be found at https://www.z2systems.com/np/

clients/uwrwa/event.jsp?event=193 

 

Soil Health Workshops  - Plans are being made for opportunities throughout Marion and 

Hendricks counties this summer. Watch for more information on our website 

www.marionswcd.org or contact Kevin Allison at kevin-allison@iaswcd.org  Other soil health educa-

tion classes throughout the state can be found at http://ccsin.iaswcd.org/?page_id=147 

 

 

 

 

District Education Corner 

For more 

information on 

upcoming 

events visit our 

website at  

marionswcd.org  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ нύ 
 

¶ ²ŀǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎΥ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŘŜōǊƛǎ ƻǊ Řǳǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƻŀƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻƛƭ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŘǊŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎΦ  ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǿŀǎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ƳŜǘŀƭǎ 
όŦǊƻƳ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōǊŀƪŜǎύΣ ǇŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ ōŀǎŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎΦ 

¶ ²ŀǘŎƘ ά.ƭǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ DǊŜŜƴέΥ  ¢Ƙƛǎ мл ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻϥǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴΩǘǎ ƻŦ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ Ǉƻƭƭǳǝƻƴ 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ȅŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘΦ   ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκǿŀǘŎƘΚǾҐ/ǘ½9{ȊŀwŜǇǎϧŦŜŀǘǳǊŜҐȅƻǳǘǳōŜ 

 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦ  tŀǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳΦ  CƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {²/5Η 

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƻǳǊ ōǊŜŀŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀŎŜ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜƴŜŬǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǝƻƴ 

 Ϥaŀȅŀ !ƴƎŜƭƻǳ 

mailto:jvance@dnr.IN.gov?subject=Growing%20Up%20Wild%20Workshop
http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/7508.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/riverwatch/files/training_schedule.pdf
https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/uwrwa/event.jsp?event=193
https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/uwrwa/event.jsp?event=193
mailto:kevin-allison@iaswcd.org?subject=Soil%20Health%20Workshops
http://ccsin.iaswcd.org/?page_id=147
http://www.marionswcd.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtZESzaReps&feature=youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtZESzaReps&feature=youtu.be
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òA field that has 

bare soil is subject 

to erosion and loss 

of organic matteró 

 

5 Questions for Landowners  

C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N  T H E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

More farmers, ranchers 

and others who rely on the 

land are taking action to 

improve the health of their 

soil. Many farmers are ac-

tually building the soil. 

How? By using soil health 

management systems that 

include cover crops, di-

verse rotations and no-till. 

And when theyõre building 

the soil theyõre doing 

something else ð theyõre 

also building the landõs pro-

duction potential over the 

long-term.  

 

But how do non-operator 

landowners (people who 

rent their land to farmers) 

know if their tenants are 

doing everything they need 

to do to make and keep 

their soil healthy? Barry 

Fisher, an Indiana farmer 

and nationally recognized 

soil health specialist with 

the USDAõs Natural Re-

sources Conservation Ser-

vice, recommends that they 

ask their farming partner 

these five questions. 

 

1. Do you build organic 

matter in the soil?  

Organic matter (carbon) 

may be the most important 

indicator of a farmõs 

productivity. The amount 

of soil organic matter often 

determines the price farm-

ers will pay to rent or buy 

land. Finding a farmer who 

is interested in building 

organic matter by using 

practices like no-till and 

cover crops is like finding a 

bank with a better rate on 

a Certificate of Deposit, 

Fisher says. 

 

2. Do you test the soil 

at least once every 4 

years? 

Fisher says maintaining fer-

tility and pH levels are im-

portant to your farmõs 

productivity. Regular soil 

testing can give an indica-

tion of trends in soil fertili-

ty, pH and organic matter 

levels in each field. These 

tests will determine the 

amount of fertilizer each 

field needs. If a field has a 

history of manure applica-

tion and very high fertility, 

a farmer could save money 

by planting cover crops to 

keep those nutrients in 

place rather than applying 

more nutrients that may 

not be needed. 

 

3. Do you use no -till 

practices? 

Some landowners like the 

look of a clean-tilled field in 

the springtime. That ònice 

lookó is short lived, though. 

òThe reality is a field that 

has bare soil is subject to 

erosion and loss of organic 

matter, since it no longer 

has the protective cover 

from the crop residue on 

the surface,ó Fisher says.  

 

òNo-till farming utilizes the 

crop residue to blanket the 

soil surface to protect it 

from the forces of intense 

rainfall and summer heat. 

This protective blanket will 

conserve moisture for the 

(Continued on p. 6)

SWCD staff is availa-

ble to assist you with 

your soil and water 

resource needs. Call 

the office to set up an 

appointment  

317-786-1776 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/health/?cid=stelprdb1048859
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/mgnt/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/mgnt/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov


Cover Crops & Nutrients for Soil Health 
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By Kevin Allison, Soil 

Health Specialist  

At Earth Day Indiana, the Mari-

on County SWCD distributed 

seed packets of crimson clover 

and daikon radish cover crops 

generously donated by Cover-

CropsUSA.  Interseeded into 

late vegetables or planted after 

harvest, this cover crop blend 

will provide a living plant cano-

py that shades out weeds and 

protects otherwise bare soil 

from the erosive impact of rain 

drops.  However, the benefits 

go far beyond òoff seasonó 

weed suppression and erosion 

control.  In a soil health garden, 

there is no off season, and 

there is no putting the garden 

to bed.  Cover crops take the 

stage to manage nutrients and 

biologically improve the soil.   

Plants do amazing things in their 

quest to obtain the elements 

necessary for growth. Some 

broaden their leaves, some 

reach to the sky, and some 

even trap flies. In the soil, the 

story continues.    A radish 

root drills down through the 

soil profile and scavenges lefto-

ver nitrogen from decaying 

plants, compost or fertilizer 

applications.  Meanwhile, the 

crimson clover, a legume, takes 

advantage of a 

special relation-

ship with bacteria 

that actually form 

nodes on its roots 

and produces ni-

trogen.  Collected 

in their biomass and released 

through decomposition, this 

nitrogen will become available 

to future vegetables or stored 

into a healthy soilõs powerful 

nutrient bank. 

In an unhealthy soil, essential 

plant elements like nitrogen and 

phosphorous can easily escape 

into water and negatively im-

pact aquatic habitat and water 

quality.  Maintaining continuous 

and diverse plant life on farms, 

gardens and greenspaces en-

courages a web of roots and 

soil life that engineer a soil eco-

system to infiltrate, catch, store 

and cycle these nutrients.  Soil 

Health keeps them out of our 

waters and vital for human and 

animal nutrition.     

Expect the daikon radish to be 

killed by the frost in wintertime 

and the crimson clover to sur-

vive into spring.  Before spring 

vegetable planting, many grow-

ers incorporate the clover into 

the soil before planting vegeta-

bles to speed up decomposition 

and create a cleaner seed bed.  

While turning cover crops into 

the soil is a useful approach and 

can be timely for early vegeta-

ble production, minimizing the 

depth and frequency of tillage as 

much as possible has lasting 

effects on the health of soil eco-

system.  One attractive cover 

cropping strategy is to allow the 

crimson clover to grow and 

produce nitrogen into its flow-

ering stage.  After its budding 

but before the flower develops 

seeds, cut, mow, or crimp the 

plants and leave the plants as 

mulch on top of an undisturbed 

soil.  Open a gap in the cover 

crop residue and 

transplant your vege-

tables into a healthy 

no-till soil!   

For more information 

contact the Marion 

County SWCD office 

at 317-786-1776 or 

visit our website: 

www.marionswcd.org 

Crimson 

Clover  

cover crop  

Winter Pea cover crop fixates 

nitrogen at Fall Creek  

Gardens 
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